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Lectures 2025

28 March, 2025
Sue Rollin
Petra and the Nabateans: The Arabs 
before Islam
The Nabateans established their capital 
city at Petra and carved tombs, dining 
halls, and a grand theatre from the 
desert sandstone. This lecture will 
examine the Nabateans’ culture, religion, 
and architectural feats. 
18 April 2025
Leigh Capel
Art and the Third Reich 
Hitler deemed certain art ‘degenerate’ 
and aƩ empted to infl uence arƟ sƟ c tastes 
and trends. This lecture will examine 
that as well as the impact and infl uence 
of the Holocaust on post-war art in 
Australia.   
23 May 2025
Alice Foster
About Face: How to Read Portraits
This lecture will explore how portraits 
range from the symbolic through to 
character, personality, mood, and more, 
as well as the relaƟ onship between siƩ er 
and painter.
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Welcome everyone to the 
2025 ArtsNaƟ onal year!
My name is Di Bentley, and I 
would like to introduce myself 
as the new Blue Mountains 
ArtsNaƟ onal CommiƩ ee chair.
The maximum term for the 
CommiƩ ee chair is three years, 
and Margaret Lipscombe has just 
completed her three years in the role.
On behalf of us all, I would like to 
thank Margaret for her dedicaƟ on 
and the excellent work she has done.
Fortunately, she has agreed to 
remain a commiƩ ee member and 
conƟ nue coordinaƟ ng hosƟ ng 
arrangements for our UK lecturers.
I also want to acknowledge the 
hard work and dedicaƟ on of all the 
other commiƩ ee members who 
bring their valuable experience 
to ensure ArtsNaƟ onal’s success 
in the Blue Mountains. 

My involvement in ArtsNaƟ onal 
has been relaƟ vely short but very 
sƟ mulaƟ ng and enjoyable.
I have always been involved in the 
arts, developing a parƟ cular interest 
in Asian and Islander art while 
spending nearly 13 years working 
in Papua New Guinea, Thailand, 
the Philippines, and Indonesia.
Living in those countries provided a 
great opportunity to learn about local 
cultures, religions, and everyday life 
and how tradiƟ ons and values are 
expressed in the arts and daily life.  
AŌ er moving to Blackheath from 
Gunnedah, in northwest NSW at 
the end of 2019 (just in Ɵ me for the 
bushfi res and the COVID shutdown), 
I was introduced to what was 
then known as ADFAS and have 
enjoyed the lectures ever since.
The topics are wide-ranging, 
and the speakers highly 
qualifi ed and knowledgeable 
in their areas of experƟ se.    
The 2025 program is again varied 
and fascinaƟ ng, covering topics 
such as William Morris, Petra’s 
culture and creaƟ vity, portraits’ 
symbolism, Stradivari violins, and 
the glamour of the ocean liner.
The ArtsNaƟ onal brochure provides 
details and dates for the talks and 
can be found in most libraries, some 
stores, online, and as adverƟ sed 
in the Blue Mountains GazeƩ e. 
Do come and join us one Friday 
aŌ ernoon a month at the 
Wentworth Falls School of Arts.



Lee Miller, photographer, 
writer and model, was born in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, in 1907. 
Interested in the fi ne arts from 
a young age, she moved to 
Paris in 1925 to study lighƟ ng, 
costume, and design.
She became involved in the 
surrealist art movement and made 
many friends in the bohemian 
art scene of the Ɵ me, including 
becoming the muse and model of 
arƟ st and photographer Man Ray 
(it is said some works aƩ ributed 
to him are, in fact, hers). 
She ulƟ mately returned to New 
York, joined an experimental 
drama programme at Vassar 
College, and later studied 
life drawing and painƟ ng.
Despite her broad interest 
in the arts, she is most well-
known for her photography.
A fl uke encounter with Conde 
Nast, publisher of Vogue (when 
he saved her from being run over 
on a ManhaƩ an Street), kicked off  
her modelling career and, more 
signifi cantly, her photographic 
work with the magazine. 
When the Second World War 
broke out, she was living 
in London. She could have 
returned to the US but chose 
instead to become the offi  cial 
war photographer for Vogue.
She teamed up with American 
photojournalist David E. 
Scherman from Life magazine, and 
together they photographed the 
liberaƟ on of Paris, the BaƩ le of 
Alsace, and the Buchenwald and 
Dachau concentraƟ on camps.
Scherman took the iconic 
photograph of Miller (above) 
siƫ  ng in the bathtub in Hitler’s 
private apartment, in Munich. 
What is not shown is Lee’s muddy 
boots deliberately dirtying the 
bath mat, intenƟ onally placed 

Miller (second from right) with other war correspondents in 1943.

The ForgoƩ en Genius of Lee Miller

Miller, Hitler’s bath, 30 April, 1945

there aŌ er a traumaƟ c day spent 
photographing the atrociƟ es 
of Buchenwald and Dachau.
Co-incidentally, 30 April, 1945 was 
the day Hitler killed himself. 
AŌ er the war, Miller conƟ nued with 
her work for a Ɵ me but suff ered from 
PTSD, post-natal depression, and 
alcoholism, eventually abandoning 
her photographic work altogether.  
Her son, Antony Penrose, famously 
discovered boxes of thousands of 

negaƟ ves and war memorabilia in the 
family home’s aƫ  c aŌ er her death. 
Penrose is credited with keeping 
the memory of his extraordinary 
mother alive and collaborated with 
actor and fi lm director Kate Winslet 
to make her iconic fi lm, Lee, which 
is currently showing in cinemas and 
via various streaming services.
Antony Penrose will visit ArtsNaƟ onal 
Blue Mountains in 2026.  It will 
be a lecture to look out for. 
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