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SUSAN
KAY-WILLIAMS (UK)
 
Imperial Purple To Marie Antoinette’s Fleas: 
The Colourful History Of Textiles 

This lecture explores the fascinating story of how dyes 
were discovered, made, and used from the earliest 
time to the end of the 18th century. It shows the social 
importance of certain colours including red, blue, and 
purple. It is a story that travels from Europe to India and 
the Americas, a story of exploration, invention, war, the 
church, money, power, and sex.
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