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Welcome ta our final nawsletter far 2025
| think that you will agraa that we have had an axcellent and varied series of lectures this yaar.

Flaasa ba aware that aur final lactura Art and Archite cture of Rumania by Nick Gordan will commeanos at 10am
an & Novarnibar in tha Glan Eira Town Hall Auditarium, This lecture will be precedad by aur AGM and afternoan
mamipars should nota that thare is no afternoon lecture: All mamibars should attand the moming lecture.

Sadly, we wara only able 10 have ona specal interest avent and ona axcuarsian this year. In April Siman
Whitehousa's spacial Interast lecture Covent Garden; tha Thaatras Royal and the birth of Thaatraland was wall
attendad and wall racaived by our mambars who also anjoyed a delicious altarnoon taa put an by commitiaa
ramibars. Our Saptembar avent did not ga ahaad as tha lacturer, Anna Masznyska, had 1o cancal her Australian
tour. Hawaver, those of you who attended the raplacement lacture an The Art of John Brack wera raated 10 3
fascinating insight into tha artfist by lacturer Sasha Grishin who, we discoverad, wag a friend of the artist.

Chur April excursion to The Stupa af Universal Compassion, Bendiao had © be cancelled due 1 insufficient
pookings. I'm pleasad to say thatour Saptambar axcursion to Baleura House and Gardan want ahaad althaugh
with fewar numibers than an pravious axcursions.

Mambarship ranewal noticas were emailed to mambars in early September. The majarity of membears are
now camtartabla with using the TryBoaoking systam, Howavar, since this is not possibla tor soma marmbars, tha
opticn o complata and raturn a renawal farm by mail was also available.

As this s our last nawslattar for tha yaar | want to thank our committaa mambers who, as in pravious yaars, have
put in an axcaptional affort. Everyone on the committaa works hard to ensure that lacture, special intarast days
and excursions run smoothly. 'd also like to axtend the committes's appraciation of thosa mamibars who r:nffzr
thair assistanca on lecture days.

This year sevaral members of our committae are stapping down. Jane Anthany has been a long term committea
rnambbar, undartaking a numbar of rolas, most recently as Treasurar, For tha [ast thrae years Kerry Laa has baan
rasponsible for the cataring at lectures and spacial intarest aveants and for the organisation of excursions and
Maggia Moran has baan our Sacratary. | want to thank them all for their dedication, enthusiasm and hard work

Maxt yaar wa will walcome Gillian Wilkinson, Rosemary Pullan and Tracy Woallan as Committee Mambars.
Rasamary responded to our request for somaone to becorme the Treasurar, Gillian, a new mambar in 2025, has
bean of great assistance on lacture days this yaar while Tracy will be a new mamber and will edit the newslattar
in 2026,

As | will stap down as Chair at this yaar's AGM | would like to say how much | hava &njoyad my bme on the
committae, Warking with the ather committas members has been a real privilege and a pleasura, | also want to
thank youw, the members, for the support and appraciation that you have exprassed for the work the committes
does on your behalf.

| look forward to seeing you all atlecturesin 2026,

Jan Bannellick



Remember Simon Whitehouse, our May lecturer on the topic of
“a haaaaand baaaaag”

- the importance of being Oscar ( and Earnest)”....

That was a fun lecture and what a jolly fellow too.

| do enjoy my travels to wonderful places and the connections that | make. Because of Simon,

whan | was in Paris in May this year to treat myself to the French Cpen at the court Phillippe Chatrier
to see a day and a night matches, [ alse had an opportunity te go to the Cimatiere du Pare Lachais
and visit Oscar's tombl Plus! It's really worth a visit if you haven't already been there.

Pére Lachaise Cemetery in Paris is one of the most famous cemeteries in
the world = often described as an open-air museum of art, music, and
[tterature, It's the final resting place of
hundrads of notable figures from different eras. Here are some of the most g
visited or famous:
Writers & Poets
Marcel Proust - Author of In Search of Lost Time, Division 85.

Honoré de Balzac - Novelist of La Comeédie Humaine, Division 48,
Colette - Celebrated novelist and performer, Division 4,

Gertrude Stein - Amencan modernist writer, Division 94,
Apollinaire (Guillaume Apollinaire) - Poet and art critic, Division 86,
Maoliégre (reinterred) - The legendary 17th-century playwright, Division 25,
Musicians
e Jim Meornson - Lead singer of The Doors, Division & — one of the most visited graves,
* Fradéric Chopin - Composer and pianist, Division 11 = his heart was returned to
Poland.
* Edith Piaf - Iconic French singer of La Vie en Rose, Division 97,
» Maria Callas (ashes were once here, later scattered in the Aegean).
» Georges Bizet - Composer of Carmen, Division 4.
Artists & Sculptors
* Eugéne Delacroix - Painter of Liberty Leading the Paople, Division 49.
* Jean-Louis André Théodore Géricault - Painter of The Raft of the Medusa, Division 12.

+ Amedec Modigliani - ltalian painter and sculptor, Division 26 (buried beside Jeanne Hébuterne).
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Actors, Filmmakers & Performers

» Sarah Bernhardt - Legendary stage actress, Division
44,

* Simone Signoret & Yves Montand - Famous film
couple, Division 44,

¢ [sadora Duncan - Dancer, Division 87

Philosophers & Thinkers
* Auguste Comte - Founder of positivism, Division 17.
* Pierre Bourdieu - Sociologist, Division 93,

Osear Wilde was buried on 3 Dacambaer 1900. He
had died a few days earlier, on 30 November 1900,
at the age of 46. He was born on 16 October 1854,
in Dublin, Ireland = so he was just six weeks past his
44th birthday when he passed away. You may recall in
Simons lecture that he talked about histombstone that
was designed in London and transported to Pans to
the cemetery. The tombstone has been defaced, well
not really defaced, but mutilated in the nether regions!
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We had a fabulous day at the Victoria and Albert Museum

(VEA) where | saw all the highlights. What a fabulous place thatis.

If you've beento London, | bet that you've been to the VEA!
Simon Whitehause

What is the VERA?

+ The Victona and Albert Museum is one of the world's leading museums devoted to

decorative arts, design, fashien, and applied arts.

¢ [t was founded in 1852 (initially as the Museum of Manutactures), shortly after the

Great Exhibition of 1851.

* The name “Victoria and Albert” was adopted in 1899, in honour of Queen Victoria and

Prince Albert,

*+ The main building in South Kensington is an impressive architectural complex,

combining different styles and expansions over time.,

+ [lts collections span some 5,000 years of human creativity, covering pretty much every

medium: furniture, ceramics, textiles, fashion, metalwork, sculpture, architecture and

more.

Here are a few must-sees at the V&A:

Ao urd Winring
Liruior il s Racky Tmarinl Fuse

Tipi's Tiger

A semi automaton from late 18 century.

The Ardabil Carpet.

A Persian carpet weaving Safavid Iran, The finest Islamic carpet in existence.
Michaelangelo's David,

A plaster caste in the Cast Court.

Raphael's Cartoons

Dasigns drawn by Raphael { 1483 - 1520) around 1515 -1516 are full scale
preparatory drawings for the lower walls of the Sistine Chapel

Ceramic ( tiles, mosaics,glazed painted panels) Staircase 1865- 1871,

The original mission of bringing not just art but craft, design and decorative
arts including experiments and educational functions.

Theseus and the Minotaur by Antonio Canova 1781 -1787,

By going with a professional guide, you also see the very rare bits that you
would so easily walk passed.
This was my favourite :
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Geelong Art Gallery....Archibald Prize on tour

| do enjoy all forms of art. I'm especially blown away by portraiture. As a viewer , we can sometimes recognise
the sitter and have an opinion on suppasedly , their likeness! It's incredible really, as in most cases they are
not photographs per se, but likeness through an art medium such as acrylic, oils | tapeastry, pan and ink etc

This years was certainly interesting but , tor some reason |, | wasn't blown away by either the people’s choice
or main prize. [t's always interesting seeing them outside NSW. That Geelong Art Gallery is a great venue too
This years winner by Julie Fragar Flagship Mother multiverse | Justene)

| always enjoy the special characters though that make you smile and that you recognise !
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Sarah Cove. A Day in the life of a picture restorer

What a great lecture we heard from Sarah Cove. We heard all about the common problems of associated
with ageing and deterioration and the damage that can be done on canvas, panel and easel paintings
in a range of mediums ail acrylics board and paper and ,of course egg tempura or mixed media. It
could be simple neglect by placing the artwork over a fireplace, done by vandalism or sometimes just
being hidden in an attic or cupboard. But once discovered requires the restoration by an expert!

[

Sarahs expertise made her the world authority on Gainesboro tor example. She was so extremaely

interesting and had lots of wonderful slides.

Again on one of my many travels, | was so fortunate to see the original Rembrandt "Tthe company of
Captain Frans Banninck cocq known as ., “the night watch * 14642 at the Ryck Museum in Amsterdam
being painstakingly restored in the gallery behind glass.

What a sensible idea to let the public see how paintings are maintained and being able to watch the
experts, like Sarah , restoring wonderful works of art,

Here is my “night watch” already restored as it as it's not an original, just a print. | wouldn't be writing
this if | cwned an n::-'igi":al Rembrandt and had cashed it in!

Yarre Mews Summer 2025 Vol 36 Mo, 2 5



Beleura House and Garden
Excursion 18 September

Beleura House and Garden excursion was attended with a much smaller group but what a fabulous day.
It looked like the weather wasn't going to be very nice but ,as usual. Melbourne turned on a reasonable day!
We called in to the Momington golf course to be ferried to Beleura House.

Tha Villa is a fine example of Anglo- Palladian style featuring a featuring a majestic colonnaded veranda

with composite- ordar columns, a balustraded parapet and urns.

The house stands in an elevated position overlocking Port Phillip Bay, offering commanding views and elegant
architectura

We had a most dalightful morning tea followed by two groups walking around the beautiful gardens.

We than returned to the house for a superbly prepared lunch followad by the alternate tour.

Within the gardens, we discoveared themed features such as an ltalian garden, an Asian garden with a waterlily
pavilion, a Temple of Ceres, a Floral Pavilion, and even a Hansal & Gretel garden!

The history is so intaresting too.

Ower the years, Beleura has passed through notable hands, including Charles Edward Bright and Caleb Joshua
Jannar, befora being acquired in 1916 by Sir George Tallis, a theatrical impresario.

His son, composer John “Jack” Tallis, later Ived at Balaura until his death in 1994, at which point the estate-
along with its furnishings and archival contents—was bequeathed to the people of Victoria, under the Tallis
Foundation

We are so fortunate to still have reminders of the past available for excursions and wonderful musical encounters
too,

OCne of our recipients of funds for our young and emerging artists program is the

Australian National Academy of Musiv (ANAM ) and Beleura house also supports them.

You can actually go independently to some of their musical recitals so do look up their website and make an
effort, If you are lucky to secure some tickets, please book in for the &th November .
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Upcoming Events

THURSCWY 24 FEERLUARY
ALBERT GODETZKEY
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World War Two
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THURSDAY 7 MAY
DAVID WORTHINGTOMN
Constantin Brancusi and
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THURSDAY 4 JUNE
JOHM WILLIAMSOMN
The Art of Maps: Anclent,
Madieval and Modarmn
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THURSDAY 2 JULY
BARRY VENNING

Spectacular Bodies: A,
Anatomy and Medlical Science
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THURSDAY 30 JULY

JAMES RENSHAW

Rersepalis: Art, Architechune and
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Send contributions, indluding interesting art and design articles, travel articles, jokes,
life’s helpful hints, art exhibitions to; Editer: Wendy Coxhead to adiasyarra@gmail.com

www.adfas.org.au
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